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Introduction 1 Short History 
of Maximaphily



Starting with TCV

▪ The Maximum cards are born towards of the end of 19th century, with the appearance of the illustrated 
postcards and the postage stamps.

▪ At the time, the back side of the postcard being reserved only for the name and address of the recipient, the 
postage stamp on the postcards was on the view side, where the illustration was.

▪ With the publication of the first commemorative stamps, symbols, characters, landscapes were formed the first 
T.C.V (Timbres Cote Vu) which are the precursors of the Maximum cards.
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TCV sent from 
Cairo in Egypt on 

September 27 
1902.Back side

view side



Growing with some pionners

▪ The first steps of Maximaphily were the result of 
spontaneous creations, made by chance, obeying 
only to the imagination and taste of their creators.
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TCV

“Germania”
Deutsches

Reich 
TCV sent from 

Bingen 
(Germany) on 

7/12/1905

The national 
monument 

on the 
Niederwald

King Leopold II – Issue Belgium (1905). Ostend 1906. 



Growing with some pionners
▪ Later, after 1920 when the philatelic 

production was enriched with the 
issues of the first commemorative 
stamps, Maximaphily started getting 
more interest from a small number 
of collectors were the true 
Maximaphily pioneers.
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William I of Orange (1570–1584)
Leader of the Dutch revolt against 
the Spanish Habsburgs.
Issue Netherland 1933.
Cancellation 1938, Delft. 

Wilhelmina (1570–1584)
Queen of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands from 1890 to 1948.
Issue Suriname 1933.

Cancellation 1933, Paramaribo. 



Adapting with first commemorative stamps

▪ Up to the Second World War Maximaphily 
exists almost on a purely semiofficial basis 
and without any structure. This is why all the 
Maximum cards of this time are rare and 
expensive.

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n The Marseillais volunteers 

departing, sculpted 
(Rude) on the Arc de 

Triomphe de l’Étoile Paris.

Commemorative stamp of 
France  issued 

on 27 June 1936. 

Maximum-card realized on 
1937 with postmark of 
International Philatelic 

Exhibition.

The Castle and City of Salzburg 
Commemorative stamp of Austria issued on 22 May 1923. 

Maximum-card realized on 1923 with postmark of
Salzburg 3 June 1923.



Evolving as a New Class of the Philately
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n First international congress of maximaphily at Dijon (France) with 
France, Hungary, Romania, Italy, Portugal and Switzerland.

1946

First european philatelic exhibition EX.EU.MAX dedicated to 
maximaphily in France at Clichy near Paris.

1961

Maximaphily is officialy recognised as a specific philatelic discipline by the 
french national philatelic federation (FFAP).

1968

First presentation and agreement during FIP Congress at Bucarest of the 
international maximaphily rules.

1974

Maximaphily is recognised as specific philatelic class at the FIP
Congress 1978 in Prague with Guidelines and SREV.

1978

Agreement  of the first definition of maximum card during the first general 
assembly of french of the association  " Les Maximaphiles Français".

1947



Guidelines 
for Judging 

Maximaphily
2



The Guidelines for Judging Maximaphily Exhibits

▪ The Guidelines are issued by the FIP Maximaphily Commission to
give practical guidance on how to apply the GREV and the SREV
(Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Maximaphily Exhibits).

▪ The Guidelines were approved by the FIP Maximaphily Commission
in Bangkok on 1 December 2018 and by the FIP Board at Buenos
Aires on 28 August 2019. They were ratified by the FIP Congress in
Jakarta on 9 August 2022.

▪ The Guidelines approved by the FIP Board on 28 August 2019
contain both the earlier SREV rules and Guidelines relating to the
definition and evaluation of Maximaphily exhibits.

▪ The Guidelines have been drafted with regard to Maximaphily, to
help the jury to judge the individual exhibits and to help exhibitors to
develop their exhibits regarding:

1. The definition and nature of Maximaphily.

2. The principles of exhibit composition.

3. The judging of Maximaphily exhibits.
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The Definition and Nature of Maximaphily

❖A maximaphily exhibit contains 
only picture postcards showing a 
visual concordance between the 
three elements:
▪ postage stamp, to be affixed on the 

picture side of the postcard,

▪ picture postcard,

▪ cancellation.

❖Maximaphily is based on the 
observance of the three 
concordances in term of subject, 
of place and of time.

❖ Such philatelic items is called 
MAXIMUM CARD.
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Maximum 

Card



Rules for Postage Stamp (valid stamps)

❖ The “postage stamp” designation refers to stamps issued by the postal operator 
(postal authority) designated to provide postal services within a UPU member 
country or dependent territory.

❖ Stamp must be valid for postage.

❖ Personalized stamps are allowed if they are available to the general public.

❖ Some valid examples from France about lighthouses…
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Stamp
Miniature stamp sheet ATM stampStamp booklet

Personalized stamp



Rules for Postage Stamp (not allowed stamps)
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Revenue stamps Tax stamps 

Precancel stamps

Postage stamps printed 
online by a customer

Stamps 
violating the 

“UPU philatelic 
code of ethics

Official stamps except those 
available to the public 

(United Nations, UNESCO, 
Council of Europe, etc)



Rules for the Postage Stamp (postal operators )

❖ Stamps issued by authorized postal operators by a country’s 
Government are allowed.
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Private Postal Operator – Saarriva
Saarlouis (Germany).

Old Private Postal Operator STADSPOST
Rotterdam (Netherlands).



Rules for Postage Stamp (several stamps)

❖ Only ONE postage stamp should be set on 

the view side of the picture postcard.
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" Nations Unies " 
Issue France 1951.

❖ Before 1978, when the “International Statute 

of Maximaphily” was approved, maximum 
cards showing several postage stamps are 
allowed, if one of those is concordant with 
the picture on the postcard.

" Marianne Type Liberté de Gandon "
Issue France 1982.



Rules for Postage Stamp (several subjects)

❖If a postage stamp has multiple, 
secondary or partial subjects, each 
subject must as far as possible, be 
dealt with separately.
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1. Saint-Pierre Abbey.

2. The Saints (Marie-Madeleine).

❖ Same First Day Cancellation.

1. Saint-Pierre Abbey 2. The Saints (Marie-Madeleine)



Rules for Postage Stamp (large size)

❖The postage stamp (or the souvenir sheet it belongs to, if it is stuck 
on the postcard) must not exceed a quarter of the postcard area.
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Using only the stamp, 
surface is 14%.



Rules for Postage Stamp (se-tenant stamps)

❖When the same subject is 
spread out on several se-
tenant stamps, the set can 
appear on a single postcard. 
postcard.
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1. Pavilion Wenjin Ge

❖But, when a subject is 
shown on one of the se-
tenant stamps only the one 
on which the treated subject 
is illustrated should be 
affixed to the postcard.

3. Dazheng Hall

2. Phoenix Tower

Stamp " Shenyang Imperial Palace " 

Issue China 1996.



Rules for Postage Stamp (ATM labels)

❖ The use of an illustrated postal prepayment impression
dispensed by automatic vending machine (ATM, LISA, etc) 
, affixed on the view side of the postcard, is allowed.
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ATM stamp (LISA) "Le Musée d’Orsay-Paris"
Issue France 2023. 

ATM stamp "Piaza Major de Madrid" 
Issue Spain 2019.



Rules for Postage Stamp (order of preference)

❖For a specific subject, the order 
of preference is:

1. Postage stamp issued in the 
philatelic program of the 
designated postal operator 
(postal authority).

2. Where it comes as main 
subject, or easily identified 
secondary subject.

3. Then personalized postage 
stamp.
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Rules for Picture Postcard (size)

❖Its size must conform to dimensions 
accepted by the UPU. However, only 
postcards of square or rectangular.

❖Shape available on the market are 
accepted, provided that their size 
allows two per A4 page. 

❖ Postcards are not allowed to be 
reduced in size.
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Standard size

European size

Square size

Panoramic size



Maximum Card 
"EFIRO’98" 

Issue Romania 
1998.

Rules for Picture Postcard (concordance)

❖The picture must offer the 
best possible concordance 
with the subject of the 
postage stamp, or with one 
of them if there are several.

❖The picture must emphasize
the subject of the postage 
stamp. 

❖Postcards can have margins 
and a text directly connected 
with the subject of the 
maximum card.
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Rules for Picture Postcard (concordance)

❖ Postcards fully reproducing 
the postage stamp, i.e. with 
perforation, face value, 
country name are forbidden.
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This stamp is a painting of "Snowy 
egret"   by John James Audubon,
famous french-american artist, 
naturalist, and ornithologist. 

Picture postcard
=

Picture of painting
Picture postcard

=
Picture of stamp



Rules for Picture Postcard (not allowed)

❖Not allowed: 
1. Postcards with multiple 

pictures or holograms.

2. Collages, cut-outs, private 
photographs on photo paper, 
colour or black and white 
photocopies, photo-montages, 

3. Drawings, documents 
specially designed for the 
stamp issue.

4. Printed privately on photo 
paper thanks to a personal 
computer.
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Rules for the Cancellation 

❖ The cancellation must be printed by the 

authorized postal service.

❖ Cancellations made by philatelic services are 
accepted provided that the concordance of 
place is met.
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Citadel of Besançon - France Issue 1978.
 Cancellation of Besançon Philatelic Service.

❖Cancellations made by the philatelic service of 
small countries with only the country name are 
allowed.

Peregrine falcon
Issue Isle of Jersey 2001.



Rules for the Cancellation (pictorial design)

❖The pictorial design of the cancellation and/or the text, as well as the place of 
cancellation should have a connection with the subject of the postage stamp and 
of the picture postcard or with the purpose of the issue (event, charitable activity, 
theme of the series).
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Very concordant illustrated first day cancellation. Not concordant illustrated cancellation  WWF.        
(Can be tolerated in young people).



Rules for the Cancellation (concordance)

❖ The closer the connection is between 
the subject and the picture and/or 
text of a pictorial cancellation, better 
is the concordance.
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❖ Ordinary cancellations without 

illustration are valid provided they 
show the name of the locality of the 
post office and the concordance of 
place is met.



Classification of Exhibitsibits

❖Maximaphily exhibits can be classified by:

A. Country or group of countries with 
geographical, historical or cultural links. 
Generally the chronological order of the 
issues should be avoided.

Example: Andorra, the state of Pyrenees.

B. Specialized field or study.

Example: Early development of 
Maximaphily 1872-1935. A European Tour.

C. Theme.

Example: History of bridges.

G
u

id
el

in
es

 o
n

 J
u

d
gi

n
g 

M
ax

im
ap

h
ily

A. 
B
. 

C. 



Rules for Variant Maximum Cards

❖Variant are maximum cards with the same 
postage stamp affixed on different postcards, 
with different cancellations, but always 
observing the rules of concordance.

❑A different date on the cancellation of the 
same date-stamp is not sufficient to make a 
variant maximum card.

❖ If the exhibit does not deal only with the 
variant maximum cards, their number must be 
limited, so as to avoid an imbalance in the 
exhibit or a lack of material.

❑Two variant maximum cards per exhibition 
frame are normally considered as a maximum.
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Passage du Gois
France Issue 1998.



Judging Criteria for Maximaphily Exhibits
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Criteria Points
FIP

Reference

Treatment 20 GREV Article 4.5

Philatelic Importance 10 GREV Article 4.6

Philatelic and Related Knowledge,
Personal Study and Research

35 GREV Article 4.7

Condition 10 GREV Article 4.8

Rarity 20 GREV Article 4.8

Presentation 5 GREV Article 4.9

Total 100

Criteria and Points of MAXIMAPHILY are the same for other Classes (TRADITIONAL, POSTALE HISTORY , POSTAL 
STATIONARY, AEROPHILATELY, ASTROPHILATELY, REVENUE), but TITLE & PLAN are adressed more explicitely  for 
Classes OPEN PHILATELY and POSTCARDS and evaluated in different ways.
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Treatment ( 20 Points )

❖ Treatment is the development of the story for the subject chosen.

❖ In assessing treatment judges are looking for:

❑ An Introductory and Title Page.

❑ A logical development that is easy to follow.

❑ Completeness of the material shown in relation to the scope of 
the exhibit.

❑ A clear and concise write up.

❑ A balanced exhibit for the subject chosen.Tr
ea
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Introductory and Title Page

❖ The Exhibit must have an 
Introductory or Title Page:
1. States the purpose of the 

exhibit.

2. Defines the scope of the 
exhibit.

3. Has a plan of the exhibit.

4. Gives literature references.Tr
ea

tm
en

t
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4



Introductory and Title Page
❖This page could be enhanced with:
❑ An interesting maximum-card.

❑ A synthetic map.

❑ Any figure useful for understanding of the Exhibit.
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Advises for Introductory and Title Page

❖ Create interest for the viewer and the jury.

❖ Reference the most important literature references for the 
benefit of viewers, and judges who get a copy of the title page.

❖ Provide explanation of how rarity will be shown in the exhibit 
could be useful.
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Synopsis

❖A synopsis of up to two 
A4 pages (single sided) 
may also be submitted 
(optional, but highly 
recommended).
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Development of Exhibit

❖ Reflects the statements made on the title page relating 
to the title, purpose, scope and plan.

❖ Is developed in accordance with the plan.

❖ Has Page headings which support the understanding of 
the treatment.

❖ Has a natural start and ending point of the exhibit.

❖ Variety of the material is important.

❖ Does not contain duplicated material (padding).
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Philatelic Importance 
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Mises à jour de projets clés

❖The Importance of an exhibit is linked to the 
difficulty of the development of the subject 
chosen according to :

❑ The material known.

❑ The narrowness of that subject.
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Philatelic & Related Knowledge, 
Personal Study & Research
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chosen for the exhibit and their related write-up and analysis.
❑ Knowledge of the postage stamps is judged according to the comments given: 

(purpose and date of issue, type, printing, variety, date of the end of validity…)

❑ Knowledge of the picture postcards is judged according to its concordance 
with the subject of the postage stamp, its quality and the rarity.

❑ Knowledge of the postal markings covers the types of cancellations, the 
period of use, and the justification of the use of the cancellation (place, 
illustration, text …)

❖ Forgeries are not acceptable in an exhibit - exhibitors are advised 
to have doubtful items certified.



Knowledge of the picture postcards 
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❖ Knowledge of the picture postcards is judged according to its 
concordance with the subject of the postage stamp, its quality 
and the rarity.

❖ Most part of collectors have poor knowledge about postcard 
providing information limited to the editor name back the 
postcards.

❖ Exhibits of maximum cards based on rare postcard editors 
(such as Barré-Dayez)
or developing postcard 
aspects should be 
appreciated and 
encouraged by the jury.

Mont Saint-Michel
Issue France 1929

Barré-Dayez editor



Knowledge of the postal markings 
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always associated with a first day postmark !

❖ The first maximum card in France with first day 
postmark begins in 1951 with President Jules Ferry.

❖ Other postal markings are valid for maximum cards.

❖ A good knowledge of postal markings related to 
country origin should be appreciated and encouraged 
by jury regarding knowledge criteria.

❖ Postal marking depends a lot of postal history and 
rules of the different countries.



Knowledge of the postal markings 
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cancellations made by André Lautier is the most 
popular and recommended for maximum cards.

D4

B4



Knowledge of the postal markings 
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Cancellations should be also very appreciated by 
jury.
❖ DAGUIN

❖FLIER

❖KRAG

❖RBV

❖SECAP

❖ETC…

DAGUIN

KRAG

SECAP



Forgeries !
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❖ The jury of maximaphily exhibit 
must have knowledge of some 
possible and well known false 
maximum cards, especially 
regarding rare maximum cards.

❖ Forgeries are not acceptable in an 
exhibit - exhibitors are advised to 
have doubtful items certified.

❖When detected, false maximum 
cards must be reported and 
referenced if new, then information 
shared between jury during 
specialized commissions at national 
and international levels.  

Opening ceremony of the 
Olympic Games on July 6, 
1924.
Cancellation 23 -05-1924, 
before the Olympics
 No concordance of time !

Pont du Gard-France
Stamp issue 1931.
Postmark 1929 !



Personal Study & Research
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖Personal study is demonstrated by correct analysis of the 

items shown in the exhibit.

❖Personal research is presentation of new facts related to the 
chosen subject. 
❑ Where presentation of new facts is evident, a large portion of the total points may 

be given for it.

❑ Research in Maximaphily is based on observance of the three 
concordances : 
- Subject, 
- Place, 
- Time.



Research of Concordance of Subject
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖ Concordance of subject is the essential characteristic of a maximum card.

❖ This concordance between the illustration of the postage stamp and the one of the picture 
postcard must be as close as possible and visually verifiable.

❖ This concordance between the illustration of the postage stamp and the one of the picture 
postcard must be as close as possible and visually verifiable.



Research of Concordance of Subject
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖ Concordance of subject is the essential characteristic of a maximum card.

Issue France 1965, business jet  MYSTERE 20
Postcard of military aitcraft FIAT G91

Not concordance of subject.

Issue France 1965, business jet  MYSTERE 20
Postcard of jet MYSTERE 20 in flight

Correct concordance of subject.



Research of Concordance of Place
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de projets clés
❖ Concordance of place requires a connection 

between the name of the place or the locality 
of the cancellation and the subject of the 
postage stamp and of the postcard. 

Issue Monaco " The Eiffel Tower "  (secondary subject)
The Eiffel Tower is in Paris not in Monaco. 

Issue USA " Monument Valley  " 
First day of issue, Monument Valley , Utah-Feb.14,2022. 



Research of Concordance of Place
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖ For monuments, landscapes and sites 

there is only one place that gives the 
required concordance. It is the one 
where the monument, the landscape    
or the site is located.

❖ If the place has no post 
office, the one serving the site 
should be selected or the one 
of the nearest place.

Issue France 1952 "Chambord Castle ". 
First day cancellation Chambord. 

France Issue 2015 "Chambord Castle ". 
Ordinary Cancellation of Bracieux, nearest local Post office place.



Research of Concordance of Place
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Mises à jour de projets clés

❖ When the subject 

is a person the 
cancellation 
should be made in 
a place connected 
to their birth, 
death, burial, work 
or aspect of their 
activity, tribute, 
etc.

❖Where the 
postage stamp 
commemorates 
an event, the 
cancellation 
should be of a 
place related to 
the event..

Issue France 2009 " Blériot crossing the Channel ". 
First day cancellation, Blériot-Plage. 

Issue Norway 1959 " King Olav V "  
Ordinary cancellation, Oslo. 



Research of Concordance of Place
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖When the postage stamp shows an aeroplane the cancellation should be of a 

place where there is an airport post office directly related to the subject.

Issue Gibraltar Air Mail 15 sept 2006  "Boeing 737"
Special illustrated cancellation, 75 th Anniversary. 

Issue France 2000 "Caudron Simoun ". 
Ordinary cancellation, Lyon Saint-Exupery airport. 



Issue Germany 2000  " Inter City Express ".
ICE in progress (Nürnberg is the largest railway station in north Bavaria)

Special illustrated cancellation, Nürnberg. 

Research of Concordance of Place
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Mises à jour de projets clés
❖When the postage stamp shows a train, the cancellation should be of a place 

where there is a railway station post office directly related to the subject.

Issue France 2011 "TGV".
TGV at Valence railway station. 
First day cancellation, Valence. 
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❖ The maximum cards showing sporting 

activities are better if they are 
cancelled in places where these sports 
take place..

❖ When the postage stamp shows a ship, 
the cancellation should be of a place where 
there is a port or an on-board post office 
directly related to the subject.

Issue Portugal 1981 " Barco Rabelo ". 
Special illustrated cancellation Porto (concordant). 

Issue France for commemoration of FIS Alpine Word Ski 
Championships 2009 at Val d’Isère in France. 

Perfect concordance of place of event.
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❖Maximum cards showing works of art (such as paintings, sculptures, mosaics, 

enamels, glass windows, frescoes, tapestries) and, generally, all objects found 
in museums or collections, should be cancelled either in the place where they 
are to be found, or in the place where they were created.

Issue Germany
1952, Bonn 

Not very  
concordant 
cancellation

of place. 

Issue France 2003  
" La Joconde ". 

Illustrated 
concordant 

cancellation of place
(Louvre Museum, 

Paris).
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❖When a work of art is an integral part of a 

monument (sculpture, fresco, glass window, 
mosaic, etc.), the cancellation should be of the 
nearest post office to the place where the 
monument is located.

Issue France 2007  "Smiling Angel"  Reims Cathedral. 
Ordinary cancellation of Post Office close Reims Cathedral.

Issue France 2022 " Tutankhamun ". 
Commemoration of discovery 100 years ago.

❖Cancellations of other places are 
allowed where exhibitions and other 
events are held in connection with the 
work of art.
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❖ Cancellations made abroad by post offices of a country (on occasion of 

philatelic exhibitions or other event) are allowed..

Issue Spain 2019 " Notre-Dame de Paris " during Philatelic Exhibition in Paris. 
Illustrated cancellation at Paris (concordant). 
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❖ Concordance of time is defined by the date of the postmark, within the 
period of validity of the postage stamp.

❖ The cancellation is best if of a place closely connected to the subject, which meets 
the concordances of subject, place and time and is in use for a short time.

Auto portrait of Leonardo 

da Vinci

Cancelled many years after 

the end of validity

Stamp Issue  : 14.3.1932

Validity up to : 31.1.1933

Cancellation  :18. 6.1967
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❖ It is possible to use maximum 

card to show environment of the 
subject illustrated on stamp.

Example:
Issue 2014 France 
Gros-Horloge,
Rouen in Normandy.

In thematic class this 
maximum-card is a good 
example to provide more 
information about the 
subject.
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Condition ( Stamp and Postcard )
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❖Stamp not damaged and 
not dented.

❖ The maximum cards should be in the best possible condition.

Ugly folding on left sid of postcard !



Condition ( Cancellation )
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❖ Clear postmark cancelling both stamp and postcard.

Ugly cancellation ! A correct cancellation must cover 
both stamp and postcard !
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Guidelines for Judging Rarity
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❖The rarity of a maximum card 

depends on:
❑The relative scarcity but not the 

value of each of the three 
elements.

❑The difficulty of making the 
maximum card and/or its age.

❖Most part of french maximum 
cards have been identified and 
referenced with an estimated value 
depending on rarity, a useful tool for 
judging rarity.

Mont Saint-Michel
1929 – Ref B2



Rarity depending age of maximum-card
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PERIOD
Before 1946

First publication of the maximum 
card definition

Between 1946-1978
.

After  1978
Adoption by FIP of the 

maximum card Regulations.

CATEGORY A B C

Age of a maximum card is defined by reference to three periods :



Rarity depending on stamp age
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❖For the same subject, the criteria of rarity will be better for an older 

year issue.

Château de Chenonceau, issue 1944
Ed. CAP, ord. cancel 1st day. Château de Chenonceau, issue 2003

Ed. Yvon, illustr. cancel.



Rarity depending on postcard edition
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❖For the same stamp, the criteria of rarity will be better if postcard 

edition ismore rare and more sought-after by exhibitors.

Château de Chenonceau, issue 1944
Ed. Yvon Sepia, ord. cancel.

Château de Chenonceau, issue 1944
Ed. Barré-Dayez, ord. cancel.
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❖The presentation of an 

exhibit should show the 
material in the best way 
and give a good 
impression. Therefore:
❑ Avoid using coloured paper.

❑ Try to avoid an unduly 
uniform arrangement.

❑ Avoid too empty and too 
crowded pages, and 
overlapping cards

❑ The text should be concise
and easy to read.
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❖The presentation of an 

exhibit should show the 
material in the best way 
and give a good 
impression. Therefore:
❑ Avoid using coloured paper.

❑ Try to avoid an unduly 
uniform arrangement.

❑ Avoid too empty and too 
crowded pages, and 
overlapping cards

❑ The text should be concise
and easy to read.
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❖ For each maximum-card present 

philatelic information in logical order 
from maximaphily point of view:

1. The stamp.

2. The postcard.

3.  The cancellation.
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Example 1 ( A3 format )
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❖The philatelic 

information in 
logical order from 
maximaphily 
point of view:

1. The stamp.

2. The postcard.

3. The cancellation.
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❖ Philatelic and maximaphily knowledge allows selecting 

appropriate maximum cards and properly describe it. 

❖ The philatelic text is a powerful tool to explain items’ 
selection and display philatelic knowledge. 

❖ Knowledge, study and research shall evolve with the 
progress of the exhibit, also because they take time to 
mature. 

❖ Philatelic knowledge must be developed and shown in 
all parts of the exhibit.

❖ A specialized library and membership to specialized 
association are essential to identify, find and correctly 
classify & describe relevant material.

Thank you !
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